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Honorable Chalr Murphy and Members of the Senate ludiciary Committes:

Fergus County would like to go on the record in strong cpposition of SB 17 & 18,

Fergus Counmty commissioners have the ultimate rasponsibillty for tha construction,
maintenance and repalr of the county [ail, as well as being responsible for the fiscal soundness
and the safety and walfare of those incarcerated In our county jall.

None of thase things change with SB‘s 17 & 18. Commissioners will still bear the full
responsibliity when things go wrong, These twa bills essantially give full autonomy 10 an
elactad Sherlff and release them of any aceountabillty, respensibility or uablllty

These bills would be incredibly datrimental to all local government relationships! Qur county
has an open and fully participatory refationship between 3!} alected officiats, including the
Sheriff. Passage of these bills would significantly damage that cooperativa effort.

These bills will increase the cost of doing business at the local level because of tha additional
level of risk management which would be required to cover the Ifability of a department that
has no oversight and would be functioning free fram responslbility to the taxpayers. There is a
question as to whether these independent Sheriff’s departments would be able to find
affordable Insurance coverage for the property, uablllty, automobiles, errors and omisslons, etc.

Fergus County would'respectﬁJlly request that this committee to table S8’s 17 & 18 and asslst
us In working tawards rastoring the partnership at all lavels of Government.

Sinceraly,

Carl Sellstad, Chair .
Fergus County Commissioners




